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THE

HISTORY OF ROME.

BOOK XXII.

Hannibal, after a laborious mareh of four days and three nights, without re«
pose, through the marshes, in which he lost an eye, arrives in Ktruria.
Caius Flaminius, consul, 2 man of rash and inconsiderate conduct, is in.
volved, by the artifice of Hannibal, in a dangerous defile, and cut of, with
the greatest part of his army Fabius Maximus created dictator, and sent
against Hannibal; avoids fighting snd baffies Hannibal’s efforts. The
master of the horse, Marcus Minucius, excites general dissatisfaction
against the dictator’s dilatory conduct ; is made equal to him in authority;
engages the enemy with his half of the forces, and is saved from uiter
destruction by Fabius coming opportunely to his relief, with the other
half of the Roman army; ackno .ledges his misconduct, and puts himself
again under the command of the dictator. Hannibal, shut up by Fabius,
in a valley at Cassilinum, extricates himself by a stratagem of tying fire-
brands to the horns of oxen. Emilius Paullus and Terentius Varro utterly
def:ated at Cannz, the former being slain, with forty-five thousand men,
of whom were eighty senators, and thirty who had served the office of
consul. prztor. or zdile. A project of abandoning Italy quashed by
Publius Cornelius Scipio, a military tribune, who afterwards acquired the
surname of Africanus. Prosperous e:entsin Spain. The Romans enlist
slaves; refuse t. ransom the prisoners; go out, in a body, te meet Varro,
and thank him for not despairing of the commonwealth.

I. AT the first approach of spring, Hannibal quitted his
winter station. He had been foiled before, in his y p 535
attempt to pass over the Appennine, by the intolera- B. C. 2.
ble severity of the cold; for he would gladly have effected it,
exposed as he was, during his stay in quarters, to the utmost
degree of apprehension and danger. For, when the Gauls,
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HISTORY OF ROME. [Y.R. 535.

whom the hopes® of spoil and pillage had allured to his
standard, perceived, that, instead of carrying off booty from
the lands of others, their own had become the seat of war,
and that they were burthened with the winter residence of
both the contending armies, they turned upon Hannibal the
enmity which they had harboured against the Romans.
Many plots were formed against him, by their chiefs, from
the effects of which he was preserved, by their treacherously
betraying one another, and discovering their designs, through
the same inconstancy which led them to conspire against him.
But still he was careful to guard himself against their plots,
by frequent disguises; changing sometimes his dress, some-
times the covering of his head. However, his fears, on this
account, were his principal motives for leaving his winter
quarters earlier than usual. In the mean time at Rome,
Cneius Servilius entered on the office of consul, on the
ides of March. He proposed to the senate to take under
consideration the statc of the commonwealth ; whereupon the
clamour against Caius Flaminius was renewed. ¢ They
created,” they said, “two consuls, yet had but one. For
what legal authority, what auspices did the other possess?
These the magistrates carried with them from home, from
their own tutelar gods; and also those of the public, the
Latine festival being celebrated, the sacrifices on the Alban
mount performed, and vows duly offered in the Capitol.
Setting out in a private capacity, he could not carry the aus-
pices with him, peither could he take them new, and for the
first time, in a foreign soil.” Their apprehensions were in-
creased by reports of prodigies, brought from various places
at once. In Sicily, a number of arrows, and in Sardinia, the
truncheon of a horseman, as he was going the rounds of the
watch on the walls of Sulci, took fire, as was said ; many fires
were seen blazing on the shore; two shields sweated blood ;
several soldiers were struck by lightning ; and the sun’s orb
appeared to be contracted. At Prazneste, red-hot stones fell
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from the sky. At Arpi, bucklers were seen in the air, and the
sun fighting with themoon. At Capena,two moonsappeared in
the day-time. At Care, the streams of water were mixed
with blood; and even the fountain of Hercules was tinged
with bloody spots. In the district of Antium, while people
were reaping, bloody ears of corn fell into a basket. At Fa-
lerii, the sky seemed to be rent asunder with a very wide
cleft, and through the opening a strong light burst forth; the
divining tickets, without any apparent cause, were diminished
in size, and one fell out, which had this inscription, ¢ Mars
brandishes his spear.” About the same time, at Rome, the
statue of Mars, on the Appian road, and the images of the
wolves, sweated. At Capua, the sky appeared as if on fire,
and the moon as falling amongst rain. Afterwards, prodigies
of lesser note were heard of : some asserted that goats were
converted into sheep; that a hen was turned into a male, and
2 cock into a female. The consul, laying before the senate
all these matters, as reported, and bringing the authors of
the reports into the senate-house, proposed to their conside-
ration the affairs of religion. They decreed, that those pro-
digies should be expiated, some with the greater, some with
the lesser victims; and that a supplication for three days
should be performed at all the shrines; that, when the de-
cemvirs should have inspected the boeks, all other particulars
should be conducted in such manner as the gods should de-
clare, in their oracles, to be agreeable to them. By the di-
rection of the decemvirs, it was decreed, that, first, a golden
thunderbolt, of fifty pounds weight, should be made as an
offering to Jupiter; and that offerings of silver should be
presented to Junoand Minerva; that sacrifices of the greater
victims should be offered to Juno Regina, on the Aventine,
and to Juno Sospita, at Lanuvium; that the matrons, cen-
tributing such sums of money as might be convenient to
each, should carry an offering to Juno Regina, to the Aven-
tine,;and celebrate a lectisternium to her: and that even the
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descendants of freed women should make a contribution, in
proportion to their abilities, out of which an offering should
be made to Feronia. When these orders were fulfilled, the
decemvirs sacrificed, with the greater victims, in the Forum
at Ardea: and, lastly, so late as the month of December,
sacrifices were offered at the temple of Saturn, in Rome, and
a lectisternium was ordered: on which occasion the couches
were laid out by senators, and also a public banquet. Pro-
clamation was likewise made through the city, of a feast of
Saturn, to be celebrated during a day and a night, and the
people were commanded to keep that day as a festival, and to
ohserve it for ever.

II. While the consul was employed at Rome in endea-
vouring to procure the favour of the gods, and in levying
troops, Hannibal, set out from his winter quarters, and hear-
ing that the consul Flaminius had already arrived at Arre-
tium, he chose — notwithstanding that another road, less
difficult, but longer, was pointed out to him, -—— the shorter
one through marshes, which, at that time, were overflowed
by the river Arnus, to an unusual height. He ordered the
Spaniards and Africans, the main strength of his veteran
troops, to march in the van, with their baggage between their
divisions; that, in case they should be obliged to halt, they
might not be at a loss.for a supply of neccssaries ; then the
Gauls to follow, so that they should compose the centre of
the line, the cavalry in the rear; and after them Mago, with
the light-armed Numidians, as 2 rear guard, to prevent the
troops from straggling; particularly to hinder the Gauls, if
weary of the labour, or of the length of the journey. from
attempting either to slip away, or to stay behind: for that
people, it had been found, want firmness to support fatigue.
The troops in the van, though almost swallowed in mud, and
frequently plunging entirely under water, yet followed the
standards wherever their guides led the way, but the Gauls
could neither keep their feet, nor, when they fell, raise them-

-
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selves out of the gulfs, which were formed by the river
from the steepness of its banks. They were destitute of
spirits and almost hope; and while some, with difficulty,
dragged on their enfeebled limbs, others, exhausted by the
length of way, having once fallen, lay there, and died among
the cattle, of which great numbers also perished. But what
utterly overpowered them, was the want of sleep, which they
had now endured for four days and three nights; for no dry
spot could be found on which they might stretch their wea-
ried limbs, so that they could only throw their baggage into
the water in heaps, on the top of which they laid themselves
down. Even the cattle, which lay dead in abundance along
the whole course of their march, afforded them a temporary
bed, as they looked for no further accommodation for sleep-
ing, than something raised above the water. Hannibal him-
self, having a complaint in his eyes, occasioned, at first, by
the unwholesome air of the spring, when changes are fre-
quent from heat to cold, rode on the only elephant which he
had remaining, in order to keep himself as high as possible
above the water; but, at length, the want of sleep, the
damps of the night, with those of the marshes, so disordered
his head, that, as he had neither place nor time to make use
of remedies, he lost one of his eyes.

III. At length, after great numbers of men and cattle had
perished miserably, he got clear of the marshes ; and, on the
first dry ground at which he arrived, pitched his camp.
Here, from scouts, whom he had sent forward, he learned with
certainty, that the Roman army lay round the walls of Ar-
retium. He then employed the utmost diligence in inquiring
into the disposition and designs of the consul, the nature of
the several parts of the country, the roads, and the sources
from which provisions might be procured, with every other
circumstance requisite to be known. As to the country, it
was one of the most fertile in Italy: the Etrurian plains,
which lie between Fasule and Arretium, abounding with
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corn: and cattle, and plenty of every thing useful. The con-
sul was inflated with presumption since his former consulate,
and too regardless, not only of the laws and the dignity of
the senate, but even of the gods. This head-strong self-suf-
ficiency, natural to his disposition, Fortune had cherished,
by the prosperous course of success which she had granted
him, in his administration of affairs, both civil and military.
There was, therefore, sufficient reason to suppose, that with-
out regarding the sentiments of gods or men, he would act
on all occasions with presumption and precipitancy ; and the
Carthaginian, in order the more effectually to dispose him to
follow the bias of his natural imperfections, resclved to ir-
ritate and exasperate him. With this view, leaving the
enemy on his left, and pointing his route towards Fazsule,
he marched through the heart of Etruria, ravaging the
country, and exhibiting to the consul, at a distance, a view
of the greatest devastations that could be effected by fire and
sword. Flaminius, even had the enemy lain quiet, would
not have been content to remain inactive ; but now, seeing
the property of ‘the allies plundered and destroyed before
his eyes, he thought that on him must fall the disgrace of
Hannibal's overrunning the middle of Italy, and even march-
ing. without opposition, to attack the very walls of Rome.
Notwithstanding that every member of his council recom-
mended safe, rather than specious measures ; that he should
wait the arrival of his colleague, when they might enter on
the business with joint forces, and with united spirit and
judgment ; and that, in the mean time, the enemy should be
restrained from his unbounded license in plundering, by
means of the cavalry and light auxiliaries ; he burst away in
a rage, and displayed, at once, the signals both for marching
and fighting. ¢ We must lie, then,” said he, ¢ under the
walls of Arretium, because here is our native city, and our
household gods; let Hannibal slip out of our hands, ravage
Italy, and, after wasting and burning all the rest, sit down
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before Rome ; not stir from hence, in short, until the senate
summons Caius Flaminius from Arretium, as formerly Ca-
millus from Veii.” While he upbraided them in this manner, ¢
he ordered the standards to be raised with speed; and
having mounted on horseback, the animal, by a sudden
plunge, displaced him frem his seat, and threw him over his
head. All present were greatly dismayed by such an inaus-
picious omen, at the opening of the campaign ; and, to add
to their uneasiness, an account was brought, that one of the
standards could not be pulled out of the ground, though the
standard-bearer endeavoured it with his utmost strength.
The consul, turning to the messenger, said, ¢ Do you also
bring a letter from the senate, forbidding me to act? Go,
bid them dig up the standard, if fear has so benumbed their
hands, that they cannot pull it out.” The army then began
to march, while the principal officers, besides being averse
from the design, were terrified at the two prodigies; but
the generality of the soldiers rejoiced at the presumptuous
conduct of the general; for they looked no farther than the
confidence which he displayed, and never examined the
grounds on which it was founded.

IV. Hannibal, the more to exasperate the enemy, and
provoke him to seek revenge for the sufferings of his allies,
desolated, with every calamity of war, the whole tract or
country between the city of Cortona and the lake Trasi-
menus. And now the army had arrived at a spot, formed by
nature for an ambuscade, where the Trasimenus approaches
closest to the Crotonian mountains. Between them is only
a very narrow road, as if room had been designedly left for
that purpose ; farther on, the ground opens’to somewhat a
greater width, and, beyond that, rises a range of hills. On
these, he formed a camp in open view, where himself, with
the African and Spanish infantry only, was to take post.
The Balearians, and other light-armed troops, he drew
round behind the mountains, and posted the cavalry near the
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entrance of the defile, where they were effectually concealed
by some rising grounds ; with design, that as soon as the
Romans entered the pass, the cavalry should take possession
of the road, and thus the whole space be shut up, between
the lake and the mountains. Flaminius, though he arrived
at the lake about sunset, took no care to examine the ground,
but next morning, before it was clear day, passed through
the narrow way, and when the troops began to spread into
the wider ground, they saw only that party of the ememy
which fronted them ; those in ambush on their rear, and over
their heads, guite escaped their notice. - The Carthaginian,
having now gained the point at which he aimed, the Roman
being pent up between the mountains and the lake, and sur-
rounded by his troops, immediately gave the signal for the
whole to charge at once, They accordingly poured down,
every one by the shortest way he could find, and the sur-
prize was the more sudden and alarming, because a mist,
rising from the lake, lay thicker on the low grounds, than
on the mountains ; while the parties of the enemy, seeing
each other distinctly enough from the several eminences,
were the better able to run down together. The Romans,
before they could discover their foe, learned, from the shouts
raised on all sides, that they were surrounded ; and the at-
tack began on their front and flank, before they could pro-
perly form a line, or get ready their arms, and draw their
swords.

V. In the midst of the general consternation, the consul,
perilous as the conjucture was, showed abundance of intre-
pidity ; he restored, as well as the time and place would al-
low, the ranks, which were disordered by the men turning
themselves about at all the various shouts, and wherever he
could come or be heard, encouraged, and charged them to
stand steady, and to fight; telling them, that ¢ they must
not expect to get clear of their present situation, by vows
and pravers to the gods, butby strength and courage. By the
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sword, men opened a way through the midst of embattled
foes ; and, in general, the less fear the less danger.” But
such was the noise and tumult, that neither his counsel nor
commands could be heard with distinctness; and so far
were the soldiers from knowing each his own standard, his
rank, and post, that scarcely had they sufficient presence of
mind to take up their arms, and get ready for fighting; so
that many, while they were rather encumbered than defended
-by them, were overpowered by the enemy. Besides, the dark-
ness was so great, that they had more use of their ears than
of their eyes. The groans of the wounded, the sound of
blows on the men’s bodies or armour, with the confused
cries of threatening and terror, drew attention from one side
to another. Some, attempting to fly, were stopped by running
against a party engaged in fight; others, returning to the
fight, were driven back by a body of runaways. At length,
after they had made many fruitless essays in every quarter,
and inclosed, as they were, by the mountains and lake on
the sides, by the enemy’s forces on the front and rear, they
evidently perceived that there was no hope of safety but in
their valour and their weapons. Every one’s own thoughts
then supplied the place of command and exhortation to ex-
ertion, and the action began anew, with fresh vigour; but
the troops were not marshalled according to the distinct bo-
dies of the different orders of soldiers, nor so disposed, that
the van-guard should fight before the standards, and the rest
of the troops behind them; or that each soldier was in his
own legion, or cohort, or company : chance formed their
bands, and every man’s post in the battle, either before or
behind the standards, was fixed by his own choice. So in-
tense was the ardour of the engagement, so eagerly was
their attention occupied by the fight, that not one of the
combatants perceived a great earthquake, which, at the.time,
overthrew large portions of many of the cities of Italy,
turned rapid rivers out of their courses, carried up the sea
voL. 1.—B
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into the rivers, and by the violence of the convulsion,
levelled mountains.

VI. They fought for near three hours, and furiously in
every part: but round the consul the battle was particularly
hot and bloody. The ablest of the men attended him, and
he was himself surprisingly active in supporting his troops,
wherever he saw them pressed, or in need of assistance;
and, as he was distinguished above others by his armour,
the enemy pointed their utmost efforts against him, while.
his own men defended him with equal vigour. At length,
an Insubrian horseman, (his name Decario,) knowing his
face, called out to his countrymen, * Behold, this is the con-
sul, who cut to pieces our legions, and depopulated our
country and city. I will now offer this victim to the shades
of my countrymen, who lost their lives in that miserable
manner ;” then, giving spurs to his horse, he darted through
the thickest of the enemy ; and, after first killing his armour-
bearer, who threw himself in the way of the attack, ran the
consul through with his lance. He then attempted to spoil
him of his arms, but the veterans, covering the body with
their shields drove him back. This event first caused a
great number of the troops to fly; and now, so great was
their panic, that neither lake nor mountain stopped them;
through every place, however narrow or steep, they ran with
blind haste, and arms, and men, were tumbled together in
promiscuous disorder. Great numbers, finding no room for
farther flight, pushed into the lake, and plunged themselves
in such a manner, that only their heads and shoulders were
above water. The violence of their fears impelled some to
make the desperate attempt of escaping by swimming: but
this proving impracticable, on account of the great extent of
the lake, they either exhausted their strength, and were
drowned in the deep, or, after fatiguing themselves to no pur-
pose, made their way back, with the utmost difficulty, to the
shallows, and were there slain, wherever they appeared, by
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the enemy’s horsemen wading into the same. About six
thousand of the van-guard, bravely forcing their way threugh
the opposite enemy, got clear of the defile, and knowing
nothing of what was passing behind them, halted on a rising
ground, where they could only hear the shouting, and the
din of arms, but could not see, by reason of the darkness,
nor judge with any certainty, as to the fortunes of the day:
At length, after the victory was decided, the increasing heat
of the sun dispelling the mist, the prospect was opened.
The mountains and plains showed the desperate condition
of their affairs, and the shocking carnage of the Roman army:
wherefore, lest, on their being seen at a distance, the cavalry
should be sent against them, they hastily raised their stand-
ards, and hurried away with all possible speed. Next
day, when, besides their other distresses, they were threat-
ened with the extremity of hunger, Maharbal, who, with the
whole body of cavalry, had overtaken them during the night,
pledging his faith, that if they surrendered their arms, he
would suffer them to depart with single garments, they de-
livered themselves into his hands. But this capitulation
Hannibal observed with Punic sincerity, and threw them ¢
into chains.

VII. Such was the memorable fight at the Thrasimenus,
and the severe blow there received by the Romans, remarkable
among the few disasters of the kind, which the nation has
ever undergone. Of the Romans, fiftcen thousand were slain
in the field; ten thousand, who fled, and dispersed themselves
through every part of Etruria, made their way afterwards,
by different roads, home to the city. Of the enemy, one thou-
sand five hundred perished in the fight, and a great manv af-
terwards of their wounds. By some writers, the loss of men
on both sides is represented as vastly greater: for my part,
besides that I wish to avoid the magnifying any particular
whatever, an error to which writers arc in general teo prone,
I think it reasonable to give the preference to the authority
of Fabius, who lived in the very time of this war. Hannibul



12 - . HISTORY OF ROME. [Y.R. 535,

dismissed, without ransom, such of the prisoners as were na-~
tives of Latium, the Romans he loaded with chains. He then
ordered that the bodies of his own men should be collected,
from among the heaps of the enemy, and buried; directing,
at the same time, that the body of Flaminius shouald be sought
for, with intention to honour him with a funeral; but after a
most diligent search, it could not be found. As soon as the
first news of this disaster arrived at Rome, the people, in
great terror and tumult, crowded together into the Forum.
The matrons, running up and down the streets, asked every
one who came in their way, what sudden calamity was said
to have happened; in what state was the army? At length, af-
ter a crowd, not less numerous than that of a full assembly
of the people, had collected in the Comitium, and about the
senate-house, calling on the magistrates for information, a
little before sun-set, Marcus Pomponius, the prator, told
them, “ We have been defeated in a great battle.” Though
nothing more particular was heard from him, yet the people,
catching up rumours, one from another, returned to their
houses with accounts, that, *the consul was slain, together
with a great part of his army; that few survived, and that
these were either dispersed through Etruria, or taken by the
enemy.” Every kind of misfortune, which had ever befallen
vanquished troops, was now pictured in the anxious minds
of those, whose relations had served under the consul Caius
Flaminius, having no positive information on which they
could found either hope or fear. During the next, and seve-
ral succeeding days, a multitude, composed of rather more
women than men, stood round the gates, watching for the
arrival, either of their friends, or of some who might give
intelligence concerning them; and whenever any person came
up, they crowded about him with eager inquiries; nor could
they be prevailed on to retire, especially from such as were
of their acquaintance, until they had examined minutely into
every particular. Then, when they did separate from about
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the informants, might be seen their countenances expressive
of various emotions, according as the intelligence, which
each received, was pleasing or unfavourable; and numbers,
surrounding them, returned to their houses offering either
congratulations or comfort. Among the women, particularly,
the effects both of joy and grief were very conspicuous; one,
as we are told, meeting, unexpectedly, at the very gate, her
son returning safe, expired at the sight of him: another, who
sat in her house, overwhelmed with grief, in consequence of
a false report of her son’s death, on seeing that son return-
ing, died immediately, through excess of joy. The pretors,
during several days, kept the senate assembled in their
house, from the rising to the setting of the sun, deliberating
by what commander, or with what forces, opposition could
be made to the victorious Carthaginians.

VIII. Before they had fully determined on the plans to
be pursued, they received an account of another unexpected
disaster: four thousand horsemen, who had been sent by
Servilius, the consul, to the aid of his colleague, under the
command of Caius Centenius, pro-prator, were cut off by
Hannibal, in Umbria, whither, on hearing of the fight at the
Thrasimenus, they had marched to avoid him. The news of
this event affected people differently: some, having their
minds occupied by grief, for misfortunes of a momentous
kind, certainly deemed the recent loss of the cavalry light,
in comparison: others judged not of the accident by its own
intrinsic importance; but considered, that, as in a sickly con-
stitution, a slight cause is attended with more sensible effects,
than a more powerful one in a constitution possessed of vigour;
so any kind of misfortune, happening to the commonwealth
in its present debilitated condition, ought to be estimated,
not by the magnitude of the affair itself, but by the enfeebled
state of the same, which could not endure any degree of ag-
gravation to its distresses. Accordingly, the state had re-
course to a remedy, which foralong time past had neitherbeen
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used nor wanted, the nomination of a dictator: and because
the consul, who alone was supposed to possess the power of
nominating that officer, was abroad, and it was difficult to
send either messenger or letter, through those parts of [taly,
occupied, as they were, by the Carthaginian arms; and as the
people could not create a dictator, no precedent having yet
existed for it, they therefore, in an assembly, created a pro-
dictator, Quintus Fabius Maximus, and a master of the
horse, Marcus Minucius Rufus. These received a charge
from the senate, to strengthen the walls and towers of the
city; to post troops in proper places, and to break down the
bridges on the rivers; since, having proved unequal to the
defence of Italy, they must fight at their own doors in de-
fence of the city.

IX. Hannibal marched straight forward, through Umbria,
as far as Spoletum; which town, after he had utterly wasted
all the adjoining country, he attempted to take by storm,
but, being repulsed, with the loss of a great number of men,
and judging, from the strength of that single colony, his at-
tempt on which had ended so little to his advantage, what
great difficulties he had to surmount, before he could master
the city of Rome, he changed the direction of his route to-
ward the territory of Picenum, which not only abounded
with provisions of all sorts, but was, besides, well stored
with booty, which his needy and rapacious soldiers greedily
seized. There he remained, during several days, in one fixed
post, and refreshed his men, who had been severely fatigued
by their long marches in the winter season, and through the
marshes, as well as by the battle, which, though favourable
in the issue, was not gained without danger and fatigue. Af-
ter allowing sufficient rest to his troops, who, however, de-
lighted more in plundering and ravaging, than in ease and
repose, he put them in motion, and spread devastation
through the territories of Pratulia and Adria, the country of
the Marsians, Manucinians, and Pelegnians, and the neigh-
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bouring tract of Apulia, round Arpi and Luceria. The con-/
sul, Cnelus Servilius, had fought some slight battles with the
Gauls, and taken one town of no great consequence; when,
hearing of the disaster of his colleague, and the troops under
his command, and being filled with apprehensions for the ca-
pital of his country, he resolved not to be out of the way, in
a conjuncture of such extreme danger; he therefore marched
directly-towards Rome. Quintus Fabius Maximus, dictator,
a second time, on the day wherein he entered into office, as-
sembled the senate, when he commenced his administration
with attention to the gods. Having proved, to the conviction
of the assembly, that the faults committed by Caius Flami-
nius, the consul, through his neglect of the established sa-
cred rites, and the auspices, were even greater than those
which arose from his rashness and want of judgment; and
that it was necessary to learn from the gods themselves, what
atonements would appease their wrath, he prevailed on them
to pass an order, which was not usual, except when some
terrible prodigies were announced, that the decemvirs should
consult the Sibylline leaves. These, after inspecting those
books of the fates, reported to the senate, that, * the vow
made to Mars, on occasion of the present war, had not been
duly fulfilled; that it must be performed anew, and that in a
more ample manner; that the great games must be vowed
to Jupiter; and temples to Venus Erycina and Mens; that a
supplication and lectisternium must be performed, and a
sacred spring vowed, in case success attended their arms,
and that the commonwealth remained in the same state in
which it had been when the war began.” The senate, con-
sidering that Fabius would have full employment in the
management of the war, ordered that Marcus Amilius, the-
preetor, should take care, that all these matters might be per-
formed in due time, according to the directions of the college
of pontiffs.

X. On the passing of these decrees of the senate, the chief
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pontiff, Lucius. Cornelius Lentulus, being advised with by
the college of prztors, gave his opinion, that before any
other steps were taken, the people should be consulted with
respect to the sacred si)ring; for that a vow of that import
could not be made without their order. Accordingly, the
question was proposed to the people in these words: * Do ye
choose and order, that what I am going to propose, shall be
performed in this manner: that, in case the commonwealth of
the Roman people, the Quirites, shall (as I wish it may) be
preserved in safety, during the next five years, from these
wars, namely, the war which subsists between the Roman
people and the Carthaginians; and the wars subsisting with
the Gauls, who dwell on this side of the Alps; then the
Roman people, the Quirites, shall present, as an offering,
whatever the spring shall produce, from the herds of swine,
sheep, goats, or oxen; of which produce, accruing from the
day when the senate and peaple shall appoint, whatever shall
not have been appropriated by consecration, shall be sacrificed
to Jupiter. Let him who makes the offering, make it at what
time, and in what form he shall choose: in whatsoever manner
he does it, let the offering be deemed proper: if that which
ought to be sacrificed die, let it be deemed as unconsecrated;
and let-no guilt ensue. If any person undesignedly shall
break, or kill it, let him incur no penalty. If any shall steal
it, let not guilt be imputed to the people, nor to him from
whom it is stolen. If any, unknowingly, offer the sacrifice on
a forbidden day, let the offering be deemed good. Whether
the offering shall be made by night or by day, whether by a
freeman or a slave, let it be deemed good. If the senate and
people shall order it to be made on an earlier day than a
person shall make it, let the people be acquitted, and free
from the guilt thereof.” On the same account, a vow was
made to celebrate the great games, at the expense of three
hundred and thirty-three thousand three hundred and thirty-






