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TO THE MOST HIGH AND MIGHTV

PRINCESS ELIZABETH

By the Grace of God, of F.mghmd, France, It_
Ireland Queen, Defender of the Fltith, etc.

U_DER hope of your Highness' gracious and accus- To the
. tomed favour, I have presumed to present here wiaeamd
_unto your Majesty, Plutarch's Lives translated, as virtuo,,-
• a book fit to be protected by your Highness, and Queea

-meet to be set forth in English--for who is
, fitter to give countenance to so many great states,
- than such an high and mighty Princess ._ who

is fitter to revive the dead memory of their
_', fame, than she that beareth the lively image of
...their vertues ? who is fitter to authorise a work
_of so great learning and wisedom, than she

whom all do honour as the Muse of the world ?

Therefore I humbly beseech your Majesty, to
-_suffer the simpleness of my translation, to be

covered under the ampleness of your Highness' pro-
_gtecfion. For, most gracious Sovereign, though
_-this book be no book for your Majesty's self,
=who are meeter to be the chief stone, than a
'_student therein, and can better understand it in

Greek, than any man can make in English:

' ,U;k_. 2



2 PLUTARCH'S LIVES

A preei-yet I hope the common sort of your subjects,
ous gift shall not only profit themselves hereby, but also

be animated to the better service of your
Majesty. For among all the profane books,
that are in reputation at this day, there is none
(your Highness best knows) that teacheth so much
honour, love, obedience, reverence, zeal, and de-
votion to Princes, as these lives of Plutarch do.
How many examples shall your subjects read
here, of several persons, and whole armies, of
noble and base, of young and old, that both
by sea and land, at home and abroad, have
strained their wits, not regarded their states,
ventured their persons, cast away their lives, not
only for the honour and safety, but also for the
pleasure of their Princes ?

Then well may the readers think, if they
have done this for heathen Kings, what should
we do for Christian Princes ? If they have done
this for glory, what should we do for religion ?
If they have done this without hope of heaven,
what should we do that look for immortality?
And so adding the encouragement of these
examples, to the forwardness of their own dis-
positions: what service is there in war, what
honour in peace, which they will not be ready to
do, for their worthy Queen? And therefore
that your Highness may give grace to the book,
and the book may do his service to your
Majesty: I have translated it out of French,
and do here most humbly present the same unto
your Highness, beseeching your Majesty with all
humility, not to reject the good meaning, but to
pardon the errors of your most humble and
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obedient subject and servant, who prayeth God fmm a
long to multiply all graces and blessings upon 1o_._!
your Majesty. Written the sixteenth day of suDJecz
3anuary _579.

Your Majesty's most humble and obedient
sei'vant_

TI_OMAS NomTn.



TO THE READER

The pro-THE profit of stories, and the praise of the
fi_ble Author, are sufficiently declared by Amyot, in his
story epistle to the reader: so that I shall not need

to make many words thereof. And indeed if
you will supply the defects of this translation,
with your own diligence and good under*
standing: you shall not need to trust him, you
may prove your selves, that there is no profane
study better than Plutarch. All other learning
is private, fitter for universities than cities, fuller
of contemplation than experience, more commend*
able in students themselves, than profitable unto
others. Whereas stories are fit for every place,
reach to all persons, serve for all times, teach
the living, revive the dead, so far excelling all
other books, as it is better to see learning in
noble men's lives, than to read it in philosophers'
writings. Now for the author, I will not deny
but love may deceive me, for I must needs love
him with whom I have taken so much pain:
hut I believe I might be bold to affirm, that he
hath written the profitablest story of all authors.
For all other were fain to take their matter, as
the fortune of the countries whereof they wrote
fell out: But this man being excellent in wit,
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learning, and experience, hath chosen the special of famous
acts of the best persons, of the famousest nations nations
of the world. But I will leave the judgement to
your selves. My only purpose is to desire you
to excuse the faults of my translation, with your
own gentleness, and with the opinion of my dili-
gence and good extent. And so I wish you all
the profit of the book. Fare ye well. The four
and twentieth day of January, J579"

Taoaas NOrTh.



AMYOT TO THE READERS

Profit andTur reading of books which bring but a
pleas_e vain and unprofitable pleasure to the reader is

arm m justly misliked of wise and grave men. Again,
arm the reading of such as do but only bring profit,

and make the reader to be in love therewith, and

do not ease the pain of the reading by some
pleasantness in the same : do seem somewhat
harsh to divers delicate wits that cannot tarry
long upon them. But such books as yield
pleasure and profit, and do both delight and
teach, have all that a man can desire why they
should be universally liked and allowed of all
sorts of men, according to the common saying
of the poet Horace :

That he which matcheth profit with delight,
Doth win the prize in every point aright.

Either of these yield his effect the better, by
reason the one runneth with the other, profiting
the more because of the delight, and delighting the
more because of the profit. This commendation
(in my opinion) is most proper to the reading of
stories, to have pleasure and profit matched to-
gether, which kind of delight and teaching, meeting
in this wise arta in arm, hath more allowance
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then any other kind of writing or invention of The ,me
man. In respect whereof it may be reasonably of hiJtory
avowed, that men are more beholding to such good
wits, as by their grave and wise writing have
deserved the name of historiographers, than they
are to any other kind of writers : because an
history is an orderly register of notable things
said, done, or happened in time past, to main-
tain the continual remembrance of them, and to
serve for the instruction of them to come.

And like as memory is as a storehouse of
men's conceits and devices, without the which the
actions of the other two parties should be im-
perfect, and well-near unprofitable: so it may
also be said, that an history is the very treasury
of man's life, whereby the notable doings and
sayings of men, and the wonderful adventures and
strange cases (which the long continuance of
time bringeth forth) are preserved from the death
of forgetfulness. Hereupon it riseth, that Plato
the wise saith, that the name of history was
given to this recording of matters to stay the
fleeting of our memory, which otherwise would
be soon lost, and retain little. And we may
well perceive how greatly we be beholding unto
it, if we do no more but consider in how
horrible darkness, and in how beastly and pesti-
lent a quagmire of ignorance we should be
plunged: if the remembrance of all the things
that have been done, and have happened before
we were born, were utterly drowned and for-
gotten. Now therefore I will overpass the
excellency and worthiness of the thing it self,
forasmuch as it is not only of more antiquity
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Monu-than any other kind of writing that ever was in
mentum the world, but also was used among men, beforedere per-

ennius there was any use of letters at all: because that
men in those days delivered in their life times
the remembrance of things past to their successors,
in songs, which they caused their children to
learn by heart, from hand to hand, as is to be
seen yet in our days by the example of the
barbarous people that inhabit the new found
lands in the west, who without any records of
writings, have had the knowledge of things past
well-near eight hundred years a_bre. Likewise
I leave to discourse, that it is the surest, safest,
and durablest monument that men can leave of
their doings in this world, to consecrate their
names to immortality. For there is neither
picture, nor image of marble, nor arch of triumph,
nor pillar, nor sumptuous sepulchre, that can
match the durableness of an eloquent history,
furnished with the properties which it ought to
have. Again, I mind not to stand much upon
this, that it hath a certain troth in it, in that it
always professeth to speak truth, and for that
the proper ground thereof is to treat of the
greatest and highest things that are done in the
world, insomuch that (to my seeming) the great
profit thereof is as Horace saith, that it is
commonly called the mother of troth and upright-
ness, which commendeth it so greatly, as it needeth
not elsewhere to seek any authority, or ornament
of dignity, but of her very self. For it is a
certain rule and instruction, which by examples
past, teacheth us to judge of things present, and
to foresee thing_ to come : so as we may know
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what to like of, and what to follow, what to Truth
mislike, and what to eschew. It is a picture, embodied
which (as it were in a table) setteth before iaatale
our eyes the things worthy of remembrance that
have been done in old time by mighty nations,
noble kings and princes, wise governors, valiant
captains, and persons renowmed for some not-
able quality, representing unto us the manners of
strange nations, the laws and customs of old
time, the particular affairs of men, their consulta-
tions and enterprises, the means that they have
used to compass them withal, and their de-
meaning of themselves when they were come
to the highest, or thrown down to the lowest
degree of state. So as it is not possible for any
ease to rise either in peace or war, in public
or private affairs, but that the Person which
shall have diligently read, well conceived, and
throughly remembered histories, shall find matter
in them whereat to take light, and counsel
whereby to resolve himself to take a part, or to
give advice unto others, how to choose in doubt-
fill and dangerous cases that, which may be for
their most profit, and in time to find out to
what point the matter will come if it be
well handled: and how to moderate himself in

prosperity, and how to cheer ap and bear
himself in adversity. These things it doth
with much greater grace, efficacy, and speed,
than the books of moral philosophy do: for-
asmuch as examples are of more force to move
and instruct, than are the arguments and proofs
of reason, or their precise precepts, because ex-
amples be tile very forms of our deeds, and
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More accompanied with all circumstances. Whereas

g_ve reasons and demonstrations are general, and tend
poet.r-, to the proof of things, and to the beating of

morYethem into understanding : and examples tend
gracious to the showing of them in practice and execu-

than law tion, because they do not only declare what is
to be done, but also work a desire to do it, as
well in respect of a certain natural inclination
which all men have to follow examples, as also
for the beauty of vertue, which is of such
power, that wheresoever she is seen, she maketh
herself to be loved and liked. Again, it doth
things with greater weight and gravity, than the
inventions and devices of the poets: because it
helpeth not it self with any other thing than
with the plain truth, whereas poetry doth com-
monly enrich things by commending them above
the stars and their deserving, because the chief
intent thereof is to delight. Moreover, it doth
things with more grace and modesty than the
civil laws and ordinances do: because it is more

grace for a man to teach and instruct, than to
chastise or punish. And yet for all this, an his-
tory also hath his manner of punishing the wicked,
by the reproach of everlasting infamy, wherewith
it defaceth their remembrance, which is a great
mean to withdraw them from vice, who other-
wise would be lewdly and wickedly disposed.
Likewise on the contrary part, the immortal
praise and glory wherewith it rewardeth well
doer_, is a very lively and sharp spur for
men of noble courage and gentleman-like nature,
to cause them to adventure upon all manner of
noble and great things. For books are full of
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examples of men of high courage and wisedom, Honour
who for desire to continue the remembrance of the .

• - _OW
their. .name' by .....the sure and certain record of_,_._._o,,uwae
histories, have wdlmgly yielded their hves to the
service of the common weal, spent their goods,
sustained infinite pains both of body and mind
in defence of the oppressed, in making common
buildings, in stablishing of laws and govern-
merits, and in the finding out of arts and sciences
necessary for the maintenance and ornament
of man's life: for the faithful registring whereof,
the thank is due to histories. And although
true vertue seek no reward of her commendable

doings like a hireling, but contenteth herself
with the conscience of her well doing: yet not-
withstanding I am of opinion, that it is good
and meet to draw men by all means to good
doing, and good men ought not to be forbidden to
hope for the honour of their vertuous deeds, seeing
that honour doth naturally accompany vertue, as
the shadow doth the body. For we commonly
see, that not to feel the sparks of desire of honour,
is an infallible sign of a base, vile, and cloynish
nature: and that such as account it an nnne.

cessary, needless, or unseemly thing to be
praised, are likewise no doers of any things
worthy of praise, but are commonly men of faint
courage, whose thoughts extend no further than
to their lives, whereof also they have no further
remembrance, than is before their eyes. But if
the counsel of old men be to be greatly es-
teemed, because they must needs have seen
much by reason of their long life: and if they
that have travelled long in strange countries, and
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The read- have had the managing of many aftairs, and
ing of have gotten great experience of the doings ofhistories ..
is the tins world, are reputed for sage, and worthy to

school of have the reins of" great governments put into
wisdom their hands: how greatly is the reading of

histories to be esteemed, which is able to furnish
us with more examples in one day, than the
whole course of the longest life of any man is
able to do. Insomuch that they which exercise
themselves in reading as they ought to do, al-
though they be but young, become such in re-
spect of understanding of the affairs of this
world, as if they were old and grayheaded, and
of long experience. Yea though they never
have removed out of their houses, yet are they
advernsed, informed, and satisfied of all things in
the world, as well as they that have shortened
their lives by innumerable travels and infinite

dangers, in running over the whole earth that
is inhabited: whereas on the contrary part, they
that are ignorant of the things that were done
and come to pass before they were born, con-
tinue still as children, though they be never so
aged, and are but as strangers in their own
native countries. To be short, it may be truly
said, that the reading of histories is the school
of wisedom, to fashion men's understanding, by
considering advisedly the state of the world that
is past, and by marking diligently by what laws,
manners, and discipline, empires, kingdoms and
dominions, have in old time been stablished, and
afterward maintained and increased : or con-
trariwise changed, diminished, and overthrown.
Also we read, that whensoever the right sage
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and vertuous Emperor of Rome, Alexander Book-
Severus, was to consult of any matter of great i_u_hs._"
importance, whether it concerned war or gov-pilots

MU.lffal Ik_hSlm_

ernment: he always called such to counsel, as
were reported to be well seen in histories.
Notwithstanding, I know there are that will
stand against me in this point, and uphold that
the reading of histories can serve to small pur-

se, or none at all, towards the getting of skill:
cause skill consisteth in action, and is engendred

by the very experience and practice of things,
when a man doth well mark and throughly bear
away the" things that he hath seen with his
eyes, and found true by proof, according to the
saying of the ancient Poet Afranius :

My name is Skill, my sire Experience height,
And Memor7 bredand brought me forth to light.

Which thing was meant likewise by the philo-
sopher that said, that the hand is the instru°
merit of skill. By reason whereof it cometh to
pass (say they), that such as speak of
matters of government and state, but specially
of matters of war by the book, speak but
as book-knights, as the French proverb term-
eth them, after the manner of the Grecians,
who call him a book pilot, which hath not
the sure and certain knowledge of the things
that he speaks of: meaning thereby, that it is
not for a man to trust to the understanding
which he hath gotten by reading, in things that
consist in the deed doing, where the hand is
to be set to the work; no more than the often
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Objee-hearing of men talk and reason of painting, or
tions the disputing upon colours, without taking of the

answered pencil in hand, can stand a man in any stead
at all to make him a good painter. But on
the contrary part, many have proved wise
men and good captains, which could neither
write nor read. Besides this, they allege
further, that in matters of war, all things
alter from year to year: by means whereof
the sleights and policies that are to be learned
out of bookes, will serve the turn no more than
mines that are blown up. According where-
unto Cambyses telleth his son Cyrus in
Xenophon, that like as in music the newest
songs are commonly best liked of for once,
because they were never heard afore: So in the
wars, those policies that never were practised
afore, are those that take best success, and
commonly have the best effect, because the
enemies do least doubt of them. Neverthe-
less I am not he that will maintain that a

wise governor of a common-weal, or a great
captain can be made of such a person, as hath
never travelled out of his study, and from his
books: howbeit that which Cicero writeth of

Lucius Lucullus, is true, that when he departed
out of Rome as captain general and lien-
tenant of the Romans, to make war against
King Mithridates, he had no experience at all
of the wars, and yet afterward he bestowed
so great diligence in the reading of histories,
and in conferring upon every point with the
old captains and men of long experience,
whom he carried with him, that by the time
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of his coming intoAsia,where he was indeedThree
to put his mattersin execution,he was foundthings
to be a very sufficient captain, as appeared by necessarytoz
his deeds: insomuch that by those ways, Magis-
clean contrary to the common order of war, t.rate or
he discomfited two of the most puissant and Captain
greatest princes that were at that time in the
East. For his understanding was so quick,
his care so vigilant, and his courage so great,
that he needed no long training, nor gross
instruction by experience. And although I
grant there have been diverse governors and
captains, which by the only force of nature
(furthered by long continued experience) have
done goodly and great exploits: yet can it
not be denied me, but that if they had matched
the gifts of nature with the knowledge of learn-
ing, and the reading of histories, they might
have done much greater things, and they
might have become much more perfect. For
like as in every other cunning and skill wherein
a man intendeth to excel: so also to become a

perfect and sufficient person to govern in peace
and war, there are three things of necessity
required, namely, nature, art, and practice.
Nature (in the case that we treat of) must
furnish us with a good mother wit, with a
body well disposed to endure all manner of tra-
vel, and with a good will to advance otu
selves: art must give us judgement and know-
ledge, gotten by the examples and wise dis-
courses that we have read and double read in

good histories: and practice will get us readi-
ness, assuredness, and the ease how to put



I6 PLUTARCH'S LIVES

Experi-things in execution. For though skill be the
encethe ruler of doing the deed, yet it is a vertue ofschool-
mistress the mind which teacheth a man the mean
of fools point, between the two faulty extremities of

too much and too little, wherein the commen-
dation of all doings consisteth. And whoso-
ever he is that goeth about to attain to it by
the only trial of experience, and had lever to
learn it at his own cost, than at another
man's: he may well be of the number of those
that are touched by this ancient proverb,
which saith, Experience is the schoolmistress
of fbots: because man's life is so short, and
experience is hard and dangerous, specially in
matters of war, wherein (according to the
saying of Lamachus the Athenian captain) a
man cannot fault twice, because the faults are
so great, that most commonly they bring with
them the o_erthrow of the state, or the loss of
the lives of those that do them. Therefore we

must not tarry for this wit that is won by ex-
perience, which costeth so dear, and is so long
acoming, that a man is ofttimes dead in the
seeking of it before he have attained it, so as
he had need of a second life to employ it in,
because of the overlate coming by it. But
we must make speed by our diligent and con-
tinual reading of histories both old and new, that
we may enjoy this happiness which the poet
speaketh of:--

A happy wight is he that by mishaps
Of others, doth beware of afterclaps.

By the way, as concerning those that say
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that paper will bear all things: if there be any The
that unworthily take upon them the name of Pr°Perties
historiographers, and deface the dignity of the _t_
story for hatred or favour, by mingling any un-history
truth with it: that is not the fault of the writer

history, but of the men that are partial, who
abuse that name unworthily, to cover and cloak
their own passions withal, which thing shall
never come to pass, if the writer of the story
have the properties that are necessarily required
in a story writer, as these: That he set aside
all affection, be void of envy, hatred and
flattery: that he be a man experienced in the
affairs of the world, of good utterance, and
good judgement to discern what is to be said,
and what to be left unsaid, and what would do
more harm to have it declared, than do good
to have it reproved or condemned: forasmuch as
his chief drift ought to be to serve the common-
weal, and that he is but as a register to set
down the judgements and definitive sentences of
God's Court, whereof some are gi, en according
to the ordinary course and capacity of our
weak natural reason, and other some go accord-
ing to God's infinite power and incomprehensible
wisedom, above and against all discourse of man's
understanding, who being unable to reach to the
bottom of his judgements, and to find out the
first motions and grounds thereof, do impute the
cause of them to a certain fortune, which is
nought else but a feigned device of man's wit,
dazzled at the beholding of such brightness, and
confounded at the gazing of so bottomless a
deep: howbeit nothing cometh to pass nor is

1 B
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One first done without the leave of him that is the very
cause .tpa.tright and truth itself_ with whom nothing isovcrruletn

nature past or to come, and who knoweth and under-
standeth the very original causes of all necessity.
The consideration whereof teacheth men to

humble themselves under his mighty hand by
acknowledging that there is one first cause which
overruleth nature, whereof it cometh, that neither
hardiness is always happy, nor wisedom always
sure of good success. These so notable com-
modities are everywhere accompanied with singular
delight, which proceedeth chiefly of diversity and
novelty wherein our nature delighteth and is
greatly desirous of: because we having an earnest
inclination towards our best prosperity and ad-
vancement, it goeth on still, seeking it in every
thing which it taketh to be goodly, or good in
this world. But forasmuch as it findeth not
wherewith to content itself under the cope of
heaven, it is soon wear_, of the things that it
had earnestly desired afore, and so goeth on
wandering in the unskilfulness of her likings where-
of she never ceaseth to make a continual

changing until she have fully satisfied her
desires, by the attaining to the last end, which
is to be knit to her chief felicity, where is the
full perfection of all goodliness and goodness.
This liking of variety cannot be better relieved,
than by that which is the finder out and the
preserver of time, the father of all novelty, and
messenger of antiquity. For if we find a cer-
tain singular pleasure, in harkening to such as
be returned from some long voyage, and do
report things which they have seen in strange
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countries, as the manners of people, the natures of The clew
places, and the fashions of lives, differing from ligh.tsof- . o,- _ . . . . .., neltrmg
ours: aria l_ we ce sometame so ravlsnea wltn trust
delight and pleasure at the hearing of the talk _fistories
of some wise, discreet, and well spoken old
man, from whose mouth there floweth a stream
of speech sweeter than honey, in rehearsing the
adventures which he hath had in his green and
youthful years, the pains that he hath en-
dured, and the perils that he hath overpassed, so
as we perceive not how the time goeth away:
how much more ought we be ravished with
delight and wondering, to behold the state of
mankind, and the true success of things, which
antiquity hath and doth bring forth from the
begicafing of the world, as the setting up of
empires, the overthrow of monarchies, the rising
and falling of kingdoms, and all things else
worthy admiration, and the same lively set forth
in the fair, rich, and true table of eloquence ._
And that so lively, as in the very reading of
them we see our minds to be so touched

by them, not as though the things were already
done and past, but as though they were even
then presently in doing, and we find ourselves
carried away with gladness and grief through
fear or hope, well near as though we were
then at the doing of them : whereas notwith-
standing we be not in any pain or danger, but
only conceive in our minds the adversities that
other folks haxe endured, our selves sitting safe
with our contentation and ease, according t_
these verses of the poet, Lucretius:
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History It i_ a pleasure for to stt at ease
or good Upon the land, and safely thence to see
physick How other folks are tossed on the sea%

That with the blustring winds turmoil_d he.
Not that the sight of other's miseries
Doth any way the honest heart delight,
But for because it liketh well our eyes,
To see harms free that on our selves might light.

Also it is seen that the reading of histories
doth so hold and allure good wits, that divers

times it not only maketh them to fbrget all other

pleasures, but also serveth very fitly to turn

away their griefs, and sometimes also to remedy
their diseases. As, for example, we find it

written of Alphonsus, King of Naples, that
prince so greatly renowned in Chronicles for his

wisedom and goodness, that being sore sick in

the city of Capua, when his physicians had spent
all the cunning that they had to recover him his

health, and he saw that nothing prevailed, he
determined with himself to take no more

medicines, but for his recreation caused the story

of Quintus Curtius, concerning the deeds of
Alexander the Great, to be read before him: at

the hearing whereof he took so wonderful

pleasure that nature gathered strength by it and
overcame the waywardness of disease. Where-
upon, having soon recovered his heahh, he dis-

charged his physicians with such words as these:

' Feast me no more with your Hippocrates and

Galen, since they can no skill to help me to
recover my health: but well fare Quintus Curtius

that could so good skill to help me to recover

my health.' Now, if the reading and knowledge
of histories be delightful and profitable to all
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other kind of folk, I say it is much more for The
great princes and kings, because they have to do use ofhistory
with charges of greatest weight and difficulty, to for
be best stored with gifts and knowledge for thepriaces
discharge of their duties: seeing the ground ofaadkiags
stories is, to treat of a]} manner of high matters
of state, as wars, battells, cities, countries, treaties
of peace and alliances, and therefore it seemeth
more fit for them than for any other kind of
degrees of men: because, they being bred and
brought up tenderly and at their ease, by reason
of the great regard and care that is had of their
persons (as meet is for so great states to have)
they take not so great pains in their youth for
the learning of things as behoveth those to take
which will learn the noble ancient languages and
the painful doctrine comprehended in philosophy.
Again, when they come to man's state, their
charge calleth them to dear in great affairs, so
as there remaineth no exercise of wit more con-
venient for them than the reading of histories in
their own tongue, which, without pain, is able to
teach them even with great pleasure and ease,
whatsoever the painful works of the philosophers
concerning the government of common-weals can
show them, to make them skilful in the well
ruling and governing of the people and countries
that God hath put under their subjection. But
the worst is, that they ever (or for the most
part) have such manner of persons about them as
seek nothing else but to please them by all the
ways they can, and there are very few that dare
tell them the truth freely in all things: whereas,
on the contrary part, an lfistory flattereth them
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Histories not, but layeth open before their eyes the faults
• sut_ply and vices of such as were like them in great-me pmce
of travel ness of degree. And therefore Demetrius

Phalereus (a man renowned as well for bis skill
in the good government of a common-weal as
for his excellent knowledge otherwise) counselled
Ptolemy, first king of Egypt after the death of
Alexander the Great, that he should often and
diligently read the books that treated of the
government of kingdoms, because (said he) thou
shalt find many things there which thy servants
and familiar friends dare not tell thee. More-
over, this is another thing, that such great
personages can not easily travel out of the
bounds of their dominions to go view strange
countries as private persons do: because the
jealousy of their estate and the regard of their
dignity requires that they should never be in
place where another man might command them.
And oftentimes, for want of having seen the
countries and knowen the people and princes that
are their neighbours, they have adventured upon
attempts without good ground: to avoid the
which, the instruction they may have by the
reading of histories is one of the easiest and
fittest remedies that can be found. And though
there were none other cause than only this last,
_urely it ought to induce princes to the often
and dihgent reading of histories wherein are
written the heroical deeds of wise and valiant

men, especially of kings that have been before
them, the considering whereof may cause them
to be desirous to become like them, specially
which were of stately and noble courage: because
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the i_'eds of princely vertues that are bred with History
themselves do then quicken them up with an theschool-
emulation towards those that have been or are mistress
equal in degree with them, as well in respect of of la'iacea
nobleness of blood as of greatness of state, so
as they be Ioth to give place to any person,
and much less can find in their hearts to be

outdone in glory of vertuous doings. Whereof
innumerable examples might be alleged if the
thing were not so well known of itself, that it
were much more agaidst reason to doubt of it,
than needful to prove it. Therefore a man
may truly conclude that an history is the
schoolmistress of princes, at whose hand they
may without pain, in way of pastime and
with singular pleasure learn the most part
of the things that belong to their office.
Now, according to the diversity of the matter
that it treateth of, or the order and manner of
writing that it useth, it hath sundry names given
unto it : But yet among the rest there are two
chief kinds. The one which setteth down

men's doings and adventures at length, is called
by the common name of an history: the other
which declareth their natures, sa_ngs, and
manners, is properly named their lives. And
although the ground of them both do close
very near in one, vet doth the one respect
more the things, and'the other the persons: the
one is more common, and the other more pri-
vate: the one concerneth more the things that
are without the man, and the other the things
that proceed from within: the one the events,
the other the consultations: between the which
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Plutarch there is oftentimes great odds, according to
of Chaw this answer of the Persian Siranmes, to suchronea

as marvelled how it came to pass, that his
devices being so politic had so unhappy suc-
cess. It is (quoth he) because my devices are
wholly from my own invention, but the effects
of them are in the disposition of fortune and
the king. And surely among all those that ever
have taken upon them to write the lives of
famous men, the chief prerogative, by the
judgement of such as are clearest sighted, is
ju_tty given to the Greek philosopher, Plut-
arch, borne in the city of Chzronca in the
country of Boeotia, a noble man, perfect in all
rare knowledge, as his works may well put
men out of doubt, if they list to read them
through: who all his life long, even to his old
age, bad to deal in affairs of the common
weal, as he himself witnesseth in divers
places, specially in the treatise which he entitled,
Whether an old man ought to meddle with the
government of a common-weal or not: and who
had the hap and honour to be schoolmaster to
the Emperor Trajan, as is commonly believed,
and as is expressly pretended by a certain
epistle set before the Latin translation of his
matters of state, which (to say the truth)
seemeth in my judgement to be somewhat sus-
picious, because I find it not among his works
in Greek, besides that it speaketh as though
the book were dedicated to Trajan, which
thing is manifestly disproved by the beginning
of the book, and by divers other reasons. Yet
notwithstandingj because me thinks it is sagely



AMYOT TO THE I__.J_EI_ s$

and gravely written, and well beseeming him, I His leflzr
have set it down here in this place. ' Plutarch to Trljan
unto Trajan sendeth greeting. I know well
that the modesty of your nature was not de-
sirous of sovereignty, though you have always
endeavoured w deserve it by your honourable con-
versation: by reason whereof you have been
found the further o4 from all ambition. And

therefore I do now rejoice in your vertue and
my fortune, if it be so great as to cause you to
administer that thing with justice, which you
have obtained by dessert. For otherwise, I am
sure you have put your self in hazard of great
dangers, and me in peril of slanderous tongues,
because Rome cannot away with a wicked
emperor, and the common voice of the people
is always to cast the faults of the scholars in the
teeth of their schoolmaisters: as for example:
Seneca is railed upon by slanderous tonges, for
the faults of his scholar, Nero: the stapes of
Quintilian's young scholars are imputed to Quin-
tilian him self: and Socrates is blamed for

being too mild to his hearers. But as for you,
there is hope you shall do all things well
enough, so yon keep you as you are. If you
first set your self in order, and then dispose all
other things according to vertue, all things shall
fall out according to your desire. I have set
yon down the means in writing, which you
must observe for the well governing of your
common weal, and have showed you of how
great force your behaviour may be in that be-
hal£ If you think good to follow fllose
things, you have Plutarch for the director and
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Plutarchguider of your life: if not, I protest unto you
the by this epistle, that your falling into dangerschool-

master of to the overthrow of the empire, is not by the
Trajan doctrine of Plutarch.' This epistle witnesseth

plainly that he was the schoolmaister of Trajan,
which thing seemeth to be avowed by this writ-
ing of Suidas: Plutarch being born in the
city of Chzronea in Bmotia, was in the time
of the Emperor Trajan, and somewhat afore.
But Trajan honoured him with the dignity of
Consulship, and commanded the officers and
magistrates that were throughout all the country
of Illyria, that they should not do any thing
without his counsel and authority. So doth
Suidas write of him. And I am of opinion,
that Trajan being so wise an emperor, would
never have done him so great honour, if he
had not thought himself greatly beholding to
him for some special cause. But the thing that
maketh me most to believe it true, is, that the
same goodness and justice appeared to be natur-
ally imprinted in most of Trajan's sayings and
doings, whereof the pattern and mould (as a
man might term it) was cast and set down
in Plutarch's Morals, so as men may perceive ex-
pressly that the one could well skill to perfbrm
rightly, that which the other had taught wisely.
For Dion writeth, that among other honours
which the Senate of Rome gave by decree unto
Trajan, they gave him the title of the Good
Emperor. And Eutropius reporteth that even
unto his time, when a new emperor came to be
received of the Senate, among the cries of good
handsel, and the wishes of good luck that were
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made unto him, one was: Happier be thou than A Trea_
Augustus, and better than Trajan. Howsoever uryofrare
the case stood, it is very certain that Plutarch learning
dedicated the collection of his Apothemes to
him. But when he had lived a long time at
Rome, and was come home again to his own
house, he fe]} to writing of this excellent work
of Lives, which he called Parallelon, as much to
say, as a coupling or matching together, because
he matcheth a Grecian with a Roman, setting
down their lives each after other, and comparing
them together, as he found any likeness of
nature, conditions, or adventures betwixt them,
and examining what the one of them had better
or worse, greater or less, than the other:
which things he doth with so goodly and grave
discourse everywhere, taken out of the deepest
and most hidden secrets of moral and natural

philosophy, with so sage precepts and fruitful
instructions, with so effectual commendation of
vertue, and detestation of vice, with so many
goodly allegations of other authors, with so
many fit comparisons, and with so many high
inventions: that the book may better be called
by the name of the Treasury of all rare and
perfect learning, than by any other name. Also
it is said, that Theodorus Gaza, a Grecian of
singular learning, and a worthy of the ancient
Greece, being asked on a time by his familiar
friends (which sag, him so earnestly given to
his study, that he forgat all other things) what
author he had leverest choose, if he were at
that point that he must needs choose some one
to hold him to alone, did answer that he



28 PLUTARCH'S LIVES

Lost lives would choose Plutarch: because that if they
were all put together, there was no one both so
profitable, and so pleasant to read, as he.
Sosius Senecio to whom he dedicateth his work,
was a Senator of Rome, as wimesseth Dion,
who writeth that the three persons whom Trajan
most loved and honoured, were Sosius, Parma,
and Celsus, insomuch that he caused images of
them to be set up. True it is that he wrote
tile tives of many other men, which the spite-
fulness of time hath bereft us of, among which
he himself maketh menuon of the lives of

Scipio Africanus and Mete1Ius Numidicus. And
I have read a little epistle of a son of his,
whose name is not expressed, copied out of an
old copy in the Library of S. Mark in
Venice, wherein he writeth to a friend of his, a
register of all the books that his father made:
and there among the couples of lives he setteth
down the lives of Scipio and Epaminondas, and
lastly the lives of Augustus Czsar, of Tiberius,
of Caligula, of Claudius, of Nero, of Galba, of
Vitellius, and of Otho. But having used all the
diligence that I could in searching the chief
libraries of Venice, and Rome, I could never
find them out. Only I drew out certain diver-
sities of readings, and many corrections by con-
ferring the old written copies with the printed
books: which have stood me in great _tead to
the understanding of many hard places: and
there are a great number of them which I have
restored by conjecture, by the judgement and
help of such men of this age, as are of greatest
knowledge in human learning. Yet for all this,
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there remain some places unamended, howbeit Theot_ce
very few, because some lines were wanting in olaf it
the original copies, whereof (to my seeming) it translat°r
was better for me to witness the want by
marking it with some star, than to guess at
it with all adventure, or to add anything to it.
Now finally, ff I have overshot myself in any
thing, as it is very easy to do in so hard and
long a work, specially to a man of so small
ability as I am: I beseech the readers to
vouchsafe for my discharge, to admit the excuse
which the poet Horace giveth me, where he
saith =

A man may well be overseen
In works that long and tedious been.

Specially sith that of so many good men, and
men of skill as have heretofore set hand to the

translating of it, there was never yet anyone
found that went through with it in any language,
at least wise that I have seen or heard of:
and that such as have enterprised to translate it,
especially into Latin, have evidently witnessed the
hardness thereof, as they may easily perceive
which list to confer their translations with
mine. Nevertheless if it so fortune that men

find not the speech of this translation so flowing,
as they have found some other of mine, that are
abroad in men's hands: I beseech the readers to
consider, that the office of a fit trans]ator con-

sisteth not only in the faithful expressing of
his author's meaning, but also m a certain
resembling and shadowing out of the form of
Iris style and tile nmnner of hi_ speaking : unless




